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will be governed by the time the lambs are desired. Lambing may take place any time from February until June. If the owner of the flock cannot provide warm quarters for the ewes and lambs, it will be far better to have the lambs arrive from March fifteenth to May first. To determine the proper time to turn the ram in with the ewes, the owner may figure back about 145 days from the date the new lamb crop is desired. If the ram ia heavily wooled, the surplus clipped from the belly about the penis greatly increases his efficiency in serving the ewes.
The shepherd should make note on a calendar of the date the ram is placed with the ewes. Mistakes are sure to be made if this is left to memory. This written record will aid in having all necessary preparations completed before the ewes begin to lamb. If it is desired to keep a fairly accurate breeding record, a changing color-marking scheme may be used. One tube each of three or four different pigments may be bought at any hardware store, and each color mixed in about a pint of ordinary motor oil. Starting with red, for example, the ram is generously daubed between the front legs. As each ewe is bred, it is automatically marked for easy recognition. More red color may be added as needed. Every two weeks a different colored paint may be applied. Common house paint should never be used for this purpose, as it hardens the wool and lowers its value and may cause lead poisoning if eaten by the sheep. If for some reason the ram is taken away from the flock, he will be more contented if wethers or bred ewes are put in with him for company.
THE EWES
The ewes should be in good flesh and gaining with the advent of the mating season. Ewe lambs do not make good breeders and, as a rule, do not drop strong and vigorous lambs. Young ewes should be bred so they drop their first lamb when they are about two years old.
If perchance the ewes are suffering from any skin disease